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PRES S RELEASE
Ana Mendieta
Alma Silueta en Fuego (Situeta de Cenizas), 1975
Super-8 color, silent film transferred to DVD
© The Estate of Ana Mendieta Collection; Courtesy Galerie Lelong, New York

Harsh Terrain
November 21 - December 19, 2009
Opening reception for the artists: Saturday, November 21st, 6 to 8pm
John Baldessari, David Hammons, Thomas Houseago, Whitney Hubbs, Ana Mendieta, Demetrius Oliver,
Noah Purifoy and Melanie Schiff
Roberts & Tilton is pleased to announce Harsh Terrain with works by John Baldessari, David Hammons, Thomas Houseago,
Whitney Hubbs, Ana Mendieta, Demetrius Oliver, Noah Purifoy and Melanie Schiff. The exhibition is comprised of works that
confront rough territories, manifested in various forms: the physicality, the social/political/economic context, the psychological
and finally, the visual object itself.
Ana Mendieta’s 1975 film, Alma Silueta en Fuego (Situeta de Cenizas), documents Mendieta’s burning silhouette, impressed
into the earth. Remarking on the existing natural landscape and provoked ephemeral fire, Mendieta addresses larger notions of
feminism and the act of performance. In the spirit of Mendieta, Melanie Schiff’s photographs of young women portray the
subject mimicking her surroundings. Schiff’s subjects adapt to her respective surroundings, becoming a piece of the
environment, rather than the focus of it. Collation between space and placement in John Baldessari’s painted photograph
combinations address a harsh optical territory. Baldessari encourages the viewer to decipher and interpret challenging visual
relationships. Thomas Houseago reconstructs the human form with aberrant vigor, combining variances in volume and proportion
with raw, unrefined material. Demetrius Oliver positions the human form against a triumphant environment. With his 2008
work, Penumbra, a large piece of coal is placed atop a photograph of Oliver’s own head, provoking imposing thoughts of
mortality and circumstance. As a leader of the 1960’s/70’s Los Angeles Assemblage movement, Noah Purifoy’s tar and
feather constructed work, Strange Fruit, inserts an assertive, yet poetic voice to the socio/political component of the exhibition.
Collectively, these artists employ earth-derived elements into their respective practices; conversely, each artist presents a
distinct provocation to the viewer.
UPCOMING
Noah Da vi s
January 16 – February 20, 2010

Davis creates contemporary, pertinent imagery that combine the invented and the factual.
throughout Davis’ work: nostalgic and saccharine, unsettling and grotesque.

This concurrent tension exists

Projections
Film Festival Organized by Aaron Rose
January 16 – February 20, 2010

Ji m my B ak er
Sentinel
February 27 – April 3, 2010

In his second solo exhibition at Roberts & Tilton, Jimmy Baker will present a selection of new paintings that address notions of
power on a national scale, through the removal of various architectural structures in his specific locations.
Ed Te mpleton
February 27 – April 3, 2010

Gallery hours are Tuesday – Saturday, 11:00am – 6:00pm. For additional information, please contact Lauren Kabakoff at lauren@robertsandtilton.com or
323.549.0223.

